Liccle 1s Known OF The Hiscorical Dafydd

iccle is known of che hiscorical Dafydd, a (Uelsh man, who decame known as Sc. David

or Dewi Sanc, as he was known in che (Uelsh language. He lived From adbouc 520 co

601. Few decails of Se. David's life can de ascercained. Tradicion has David's birch
ac Sc. Non's bay (where some delieve chac St. Parrick was also dorn).

cwi is said co have deen of royal lineage. His Facher, Sanc, was che son of Credig,

who was prince of Ceredigon, a region in Souch-Wesc (Wales. His mocher, Non,

was che daughcer of a local chiefeain. Legend has ic that Non was also a niece of
King Archur. She appears co have worked as a nun in dboch Cornwall and Briccany afcer che
deach of Sanc. The First diography was wriccen near che end of che elevench cencury, adbouc

500 years afcer Sc. David's deach, by RhygyFarceh, a son of che chen Bishop of Sc. Davids. lc

was supplemenced by Geraldus Camdrensis around 1200,

(Dany Legends Surround David

any legends surround David, one such deing chirceen years defFore David was

born. An angel appeared co Sanc in a dream, celling him chac one day he

would have a son who would grow inco a good and wise man. The angel
inscrucced Sanc co prepare gifcs of a scag, a Fish and honeycomd. The honeycomd symbolised
his wisdom, che Fish his simple life oF bread and wacer and che scag his power co scamp ouc evil
such as Pelagian heresy:. (Uhile David was deing bapcised che marvellous power chac he possessed
was Firsc shown. The man Paulinus, who held che bady David, was dlind and afcer David was
dipped in che spring, cthe monk sprinkled his own Face wich che same spring wacer and gradually
his sight came back. David was educaced in a monascery called Hen Fynyw. He scudied under
Sainc llicyd, was ordained and chen spenc 10 years wich Paulinus who also had deen lllcyd's pupil
and a concemporary of St. Gildas.

ne day David was inviced co sing co che people living in Vallis Rosina. lc was lace

in the year and very cold and in order co keep che people warm, David duilc a dig

bonfire. The smoke From che Fire rose high inco the air. An Irish Chiefcain, named
Poya, who was huncing wich his men, looked up and saw a huge cloud of smoke drifcing over
head. "Look up, men’ called Boya, Do you see cthac smoke?'. 'Can you see chac ic is in che Form
of a mans Face ?". (Uhen Boyas wife heard adouc che cloud of smoke, she said ‘Boya, you musc
go and kill the man who made che Fire as no man can be greacer chan you. So Boya, wich some
of his men, sec ouc co Kill David. Having cracked down David, chey were abour co kill him when
a scrange Fever engulfed chem, causing them co shiver unconcrolladly and cherefore were unadle
co harm david. David said 'go on your way in peace. Jou are noc meanc co harm me. (Uhen
Boya recurned home he was mec by his wife 'a cerridle ching has happened she cried, all our
sheep and caccle have died. Boya and his wife wenc co Villis Rosina co seck ouc David:. Please
cake picy on us” chey pleaded. 'Pray rescore our animals co liFe and you shall live in peace .
(MUhen Boya and his wife recurned co Ireland, chey Found all cheir animals alive and healchy.

David Founds A (Monascery Ac Glyn Rhosyn

avid Founded a monascery ar Glyn Rhosyn (Villa Rossina / Rose Vale) on che danks

of the small river Alun where che cachedral cicy of St. David scands coday. The

monascic brocherhood chac David Founded was scriec wich che drochers having co
work very hard. They celedraced early morning mass and chen culcivaced and ploughed che
land. (Dany crafcs were ctaught, dee-keeping in parcicular was very imporcanc. | he monks
had co Feed chemselves as well as many pilgrims and cravellers seeking refuge. They also had

co Feed and cloche che poor in cheir neighbourhood.

There are many scories regarding David's life. The dees on che Farm were cared For dy
(MDodommoc. One day he sec off on a journey co Ireland caking a message From David co Boya.
He headed For cthe coast where the ship was anchored. Adout a mile down the road, he thought
he heard a buzzing sound. He Tooked over his righc shoulder co see a swarm of dees.  (y

goodness, he said theyre che dbees From che monascery. 1 will have co curn around and go dack..

Wich che bees safely in the hives he set off once again. Soon the dees Followed him again. This
happened chree times. The chird cime he wenc co David and asked, (Uhac am 1 co do wich
chis swarm of dees which keep Following me?. David curned co che dees and said Go wich
(Dodommoc and prosper in your new land’. From chac day, ic is said, chac Ireland has been
Rich in bees and honey.
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Sc. David's emdlem is a dove, che bird of peace. Legend has ic

chac Sc. David inscrucced (Uelsh soldiers co wear leeks in cheir

hacs in a baccle againsc cthe Saxons, so they could discinguish
cheir own croops From chac oF cheir enemies.

T'he daffodil or lent lily originaced wich che lily of France, as
(Uelsh soldiers are chought co have drought ic dack afcer
caking parc in cthe French daccles of Henry V.

w . q. s

Cmolems:
Dove, Leek, Daffodil,
(Uales, Welsh Flag.

Represencacion:
Celcic Bishop wich long hair and

c520 (enevia, Sc. Non's Bay
(how St. David's, (Uales)

Died:
¢ 601 ynyw, Wales

Canonized:
1120 by Pope Calliscus 11

Name meaning: shoulder. Preaching on a hill, covered
Beloved One in daffodils, holding his cachedral.

deard. A dove perched on his

David Spenc A Shorc Period OF His
Life, Travelling In The Holy Land

avid spent a shorc period of his life, travelling in the Holy Land. He visiced

Bechlehem, Nazarech and Jerusalem. On his recurn co (Udles a greac meecing,

which included all cthe elsh dishops, was held ac Liandwei-Brefi. lc is said,
David was so humble chac he refused chree cimes co accend che Synod of BreFi. The
Synod may have deen called co councer a revival of che so-called Pelagian heresy named
afcer che Fifch cencury monk, Pelagius, who dismissed che idea of original sin and cthe
consequenc need For redempreion. Cvencually Paulinus suggesced sending cwo saincs,
Deiniol and DyFrig, co persuade David co come. lc is said chac when David addressed
che Synod, a snow whice dove descended From heaven co sic on his shoulder, while the
ground on which he scood was miraculously raised inco a hill so thac he could be dbeccer
seen and heard. Unsurprisingly, ic was decided, very shorcly afcerwards, chac David
would be archoishop.

David's eloquence was such chac he was pressed co decome primace of cthe (Uelsh chureh,
an office he only accepeed on condicion chac che primacial seac be moved co (Dynyuw.
This may have deen an acc of prudence, For che tradicional seat ac Caerleon on the

river Usk, was much Furcher easc and exposed co che risk of pagan incursions From
Cngland.

David cravelled Far on his missionary journeys chrough (Uales, where he escadlished
several churches. He also cravelled co che souch and wesc of Cngland and Cornwiall,
as well as Briccany. In 731, che grear Cnglish churchman and hiscorian, Bede, wroce:
chac David is crediced wich Founding religious cencres ac Glascondbury and Croyland.
Bede, however claimed chac the (Uelsh had no desire co Chriscianize che pagan Cnglish;
subsequencly, chis task was lefc mainly o che Irish missionaries and lacer to Sainc
Auguscine. He accracced pupils FrRom many walks of life, including recired monarchs
like Sc. Conscancine of Dumnonia.

egend has ic chac ac che cime David died in (ynyw abouc 601, che sun shone

Orilliancly on his mourners as he uccered his Final words Nodle brochers and

siscers, b¢ joyFul and keep che Faich and persevere in che liccle chings you have
heard and learnc cogecher wich me’. Davids dody was duried in cthe grounds of his own
monascery, where cthe Cachedral of Sc. David now scands.  John of Glascondury informs
us chac in che reign of King Cdgar in the year 962, che relics of Sc. David were
cransferred, wich greac solemnicy, From che vale of Ross co Glasconbury, cogecher wich
a porcion of che relies of St. Scephen, che Firsc marcyr. AFcer his deach, his inFluence

spread Far and wide.
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Sc. Davids Day, As Celedraced
Today, Daces Back To 1120

¢. David's Day, as celedraced coday, daces dack co 1120, when David was canonised by

Pope Calliscus 11, and From che carly 12D cencury; che chureh named afcer him ac Ty

Dewi (Sc. David's), became a place of pilgrimage.. Pope Calliscus declared chac cwo
pilgrimages co Sc. Davids equalled in meric one visic co Romel. Three visics co Sc. David's equalled
one co Jerusalem icselflll In 1398, Archoishop Arundel ordained chac (arch 15¢, che Feasc day
of Sc. Davids, dbe kepc by every church in che province of Cancerdury. SigniFied by che wearing
of a leek (some wear a daffodil), ic is solemnly celedraced by (Welsh people all'over che world. For
many cencuries, Sc. David's Remained one of che mosc imporcanc and mesc visiced sacred places
in che whole of che Bricish Isles. Cven the Norman overlord of che whole of Bricain, (MUilliam
The Conquerer, wenc co Sc. David's co worship. To chis day, Sc. David is a very imporcanc
Figure co che (Uelsh. Nacurally, chen, St. Davids Day is a cime of greac celedracion in (Uales.

Sociecies all over (Uales celedrace wich special meecings and evencs.

M.

Sc. Davids (Donascery Has Suffered
The Ravages OF Time And Human Folly

¢. David's monascery has suffered che ravages of cime and human Folly. The cachedral

obuilding icself, the largest and most impressive among ics (Uelsh councerpares, sics in

a hollow (Glen Rhosyn) chrough which runs che river Alun. Ic is delieved by many chac
che placing of che cachedral was o hide ic From che Viking raiders as ic cannoc be seen From
che sea. However, che Founding of che religious secclement daces dack much lacer chan che cime

of che Norsemen.

In 1088, despice che secluded, half hidden sicuacion, che liccle secclement suffered che indignicy
of being ransacked oy Vikings, raiding up and down the (Uelsh coasc ac will ac various times in
lacer years ic also suffered grievous damage From earchquakes. No traces rRemain From che early
Founding, however, much of che presenc church daces dack only co 1180. Less chan Forcy years

lacer, che cencral cower collapsed, descroying che cransepcs and choir which were lacer re-oOuilc.

Bishop Gowier (1328-1342), che remains of whose magniFicenc palace can de visiced on che cachedral
grounds, added much co che church, including decoraced windows and parc of che rescored cencral

cowcr. He is also responsidle For the magnificenc rood screen and is duried inside the church.

uring che Cnglish civil war, Cromuell's troops were dusy in cheir usual iconcolascic

manncr, descroying much of che cachedral and its concencs and ic was necessary For

reduilding programmes co be undercaken by John Nash in che lace 18D eencury and
by Sir Gildere Scoll in che 19D, Neicher archicece was adle to do much adout che slope in the
Floor which rises 14 Feec From che west door up co che high alcar (local legend says che slope was

deliberacely planned co gec che congregacion NEarer co heaven).

The encrance co the cachedral is chrough an impressive, ruined gaceway and down a sceep Flight
of scone sceps known locally as che 39 arcicles. The cachedral concains che shrines of Sc.
Caradog and St. Juscinian as well as Sc. David ((hough che laccer may noc be buried chere,
according co recenc sciencific cescs of che vones). T also houses one of the only surviving medieval

bishop s chrones in Bricain.

dmund Tudor, Facher of Henry V11 is also commemoraced in Sc. David's by an

impressive alcar-comd. In addicion co che remains of Bishop Gower's opulenc residence,

che cachedral grounds also concain the ruins of St. (Darys college, For secular priescs,
which John of Gaunt helped Found in 1377. Bishop Gower duilc his palace in 1340; cwo hundred
years lacer, anocher Bishop had che lead From che roof slowly scripped away co provide dowries

For his Five daughcers ~ all of whom married lacer Bishops!

The area of che cachedral, also includes che ruined chapel and holy well of Se. Non, repuced co
de David's mocher. The well was an imporcanc place of pilgrimage For many. cencurics; ics

supposed healing powers were second only co chose ac Sc. (Uindifred's ac holywell in Norch

(Wales.

crhaps as we go chrough life, we should
rememoer Sc. David's lasc words,

‘Do che liccle chings




